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                  COMMITTEES 

Charities:  Gary Takach 

Nathan Vestal  

Culture:                       

Ways & Means:    Chris Wartko 

Social:                      Donna Casciello 

Membership:   Sue Velleca 

Distinguished Citizen: Neil Velleca, Sr.  

Scholarship:    Clara Cavallaro 

               Joan DeFosses 

         MaryEllen Vollano 

Library:    Sharon Ricciardelli 

Good & Welfare:    Donna Casciello 

Festival:                    Leonard Ricciardelli 

Fashion Show:     MaryEllen Vollano 

Meetings Hosts:   Ann St. Amand  

Crafts:   

Support the Troops:  Bill Lewis & 

    Earl Stamp 

Dominoes:                 Dolores Mazzotta 

Newsletter Mailing:   Sal Proto 

 Publicity:    Denise Krause 

We encourage all members to join a 

committee.  You will not be turned down, 

and we are always looking for more help.  

To join a committee contact a committee 

member, talk to Neil or call 239-2999 

    

    

 Lenny Ricciardelli 

    

    

   Neil Velleca 

                        OFFICERS 

 

President:    Neil A. Velleca Jr. 

Vice President:     Denise Krause  

Financial Secretary:   Leonard Ricciardelli 

Treasurer:     Mark DeFranco  

Recording Secretary: Cheryl Vestal 

Orator:      Matt Gill 

Mistress of Ceremonies:Sharon Ricciardelli 

Master of Ceremonies:   Brian Johnson 

Guard:     Robert Maratea  

Trustees:   Karen Buccini, Lauren DeRosa 

Sallyann Gill, Gale Iannone, Dan Krause,  

Regina Najarian Chris Wartko,  

Laurie Solimene, Gary Takach,   

Susan Velleca, Nathan Vestal  

 

      

    

Part of 

the 

Grand Lodge 

of 

Connecticut 

                       DELEGATES 

Nathan Vestal 

Mark DeFranco 

Patricia Velleca 

Lenny Ricciardelli 

       ARBITRATION COMMITTEE 

Glen Pantaleo, Nick Mastroianni,      

Mary Ann Ciarleglio, Jon Najarian, 

Dolores Mazzotta 

  

http://www.northhavenlodge2805.org/


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

 Happy New Year!  Sue and I hope that your Christmas was wonderful and we wish you and your families the best for the 

New Year.  January 11, 2004 was the date that our lodge was made a part of the Order Sons of Italy. This month we 

celebrate our 8
th
 anniversary.  For those of you who might not know I’ll give you just a bit of our history. 

  Our lodge started with just 25 members, and quickly grew to over 280.  I’m sure much of that rapid growth was due to 

the areas enthusiasm for an Italian Club in North Haven, where over 40% of the population is of Italian heritage.  Since 

our membership high a couple of years ago, our membership has settled to around 175.  This seems to be a good number 

for our lodge, and one that we should be able to maintain.  Of course members come and go for various reasons, but the 

majority of the members have now been with us for a few years and we hope they will remain.  As much as we like our 

members we, of course, could always use a few more. So, if you have family or friends that you think would like to join, 

bring them to our meeting. 

  We have always been blessed with an abundance of active and enthusiastic members, and this has not changed.  We are 

never short on volunteers to run events and be active on committees.  It is because of all these active members that we are 

able to run all the events we do, including Bingo and the Festival.  Now is the time of year we send out our dues notices.  

We anticipate with each mail delivery that we get, who is going to renew and who are the members who will chose not to 

join us for another year.   

  We hope that you all choose to renew as soon as you are able.  We understand that this has been another tough year, if 

you have any difficulty in renewing please don’t drop out without talking to us.  There are ways we can make it work for 

you.  Ask Sue, Lenny, Denise or I, and we will confidentially discuss your situation and come up with a solution. 

  We hope to see you all at our January meeting as we begin planning for our next year’s worth of activities. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

JANUARY 3, 2011 
HOSTESSES/HOSTS FOR 

January        Annie St.Amand & Michael Polo 
As we start a new year we will be needing hostesses/hosts for 

meetings starting in February. Anyone interested in hosting in 

the 2012, please contact me at (860) 571-0498 or at 

ann.stamand@trincoll.edu.  

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered in 2011 and thank 

you in advance to those who volunteer to host meetings in the 

New Year! Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year's to all! 

Annie St.Amand.                   

 
WINNER OF THE 50/50 RAFFLE MICHAEL POLO 

Dominoes 

  Come join us! Weekly on Thursday 

afternoons 1:00 PM at the Lodge.  It is going 

well, lots of fun - come join us!   For info 

contact Dolores Mazzotta 234-8314 

 Bocce News! We would like to have teams of 

four (max five) this year.  Our goal is 10 teams!  The 

league would like to start mid May with a BBQ for 

opening day.  If anyone is interested in joining the 

committee contact Brian, Lenny or Sally.  Cleanup will 

start end of April (weather permitting) More info to 

follow…. 

 Lodge Maintenance Party!? 
Our lodge is in need of some sprucing up. We are looking for 

members who would like to help on a Saturday on February 8th. 

We will do whatever small maintenance projects we can find to 

patch, clean, paint, or fix on that day. No matter your skill level, 

we can use your help, we will try and make it as fun as possible, 

can't promise anything yet, but I'm sure there will be some pizza, 

wine or beer after it’s all over. Details to follow, to sign up call 

Neil know at the meeting or call 203-239-2999 to sign up. 

 

  B      I      N      G      O  

 COME PLAY BINGO! 

- Doors open at 5:00 at Zandri’s Stillwood Inn, 

every Monday! 

- Buffet Dinner available. 

- Games start at 7:00 and end around 9:00 

- Play all the games for $15.00 

- Chance to win over $2,000.00 nightly! 

  Help your lodge by playing once a month.  If we get 

enough regulars we can reserve a Lodge Table. For more 

information about Bingo call Neil or Sue at 203-239-2999. 

  Bingo workers will be getting the schedule in the mail, 

keep an eye out for it if you have not received it already.   

 

                SOCIAL EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

December 31 New Year’s Eve Party Annie, Michael,  

     Patti and Neil, Sr. 

 Please check the social events calendar for each month’s 

events. If you have anything you would like to 

demonstrate or talk about, please contact Donna Casciello 

@ 203-239-0285 or rdhe22@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD & WELFARE: Please feel free to call Donna 

Casciello if there is anyone you wish to have a card sent 

to. ñCards of Sympathy, Congratulation or Get Wellò.  

Cards will be sent to members and their families of this 

Lodge #2805.   Donna 203-239-0285  
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Festival NewsThe Italian Festival of Angels is taking its 
shape already. Thank you to those who have helped with 
this plan so far. The agenda for the next Festival meeting 
on January 11

th
 2012 @ 7pm in club hall will be about 3 

main topics.: Admission price, Parking cars(looking for a 
chairperson), Decorations (Chairperson, Sue Velleca). 
Snow date is Wednesday January 18, 2012.Please attend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

Friday Nights at the Lodge; The lodge will be open every 

Friday night at 7:00 pm for your use. There is nothing formal 

planned, just a place to go if you want to play a game or just eat 

dinner with some friends. We will play soft background music 

for everyone to enjoy, you can bring a CD of your favorite music 

to share if you want. The only thing the lodge will provide is the 

hall and some tables, you bring whatever you need. There are 

only two rules. First, you have to have fun, and be considerate of 

the others in the room. This is not a library nor is it a concert 

hall. So there will be some noise but not overwhelming. Second, 

you have to clean up after yourself. No food will be left in the 

refrigerator and you will clean up your own table. Other than 

that, come and join your fellow lodge members for a simple 

night out. 

 
 

               

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 

Once again the North Haven Sons and Daughters of Italy will be 

hosting a New Year’s Eve Party. All members and friends are 

invited for an evening of great company, good food, live music 

to dance to and lots of fun. The party will be held in our lodge 

on New Year’s Eve 7:00 pm to 12:30 am. Committee members 

Annie St.Amand, Michael Polo, Patty and Neil Velleca, Sr. will 

provide details at the December meeting.  We will have a signup 

sheet at the meeting.  Please feel free to contact either Annie at 

(860) 571-0498 or Patty at (203) 484-5230. 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone. Your Club Chatterbox is on the loose...  

The latest from the Velleca family is that daughter Jessica 

became engaged to Mike Mooney, both members of our 

group, and plan to be married July 14, 2012.  

Congratulations to the happy couple!  A new addition in 

the clan is Savanna, daughter of Melissa and Kevin 

Lendroth, they are also both members.  Savanna was born 

November 11, 2011 at 11:00 PM, 10 pounds 6 ounces!  

Wow, what a great date!  Many blessings to mom, dad 

and, new baby. 

 
 

At this time of year we tend to reflect on the past months.  

Many of us have had new and wonderful happenings, 

while others have had to deal with tragedies and losses.  

Please join me in offering a prayer for all of our members 

and for a happy and safe new year. 

Keep sending those news items.  We love to share all the 

“gossip that is printable”. 

     Happy Holidays from Mrs. Chatter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
 
 

              REMINDER: Dues starting in 2012 have 

been raised to $75 for regular members, and $37.50 for 

social and members over 80 years old. However, the 

increase will be waived for members who participate in 

2(two) paid lodge events for this year.  
 
 
 
 
 

Support The Troops Committee is very busy and in 

need of items for our December boxes.  We will be 

adding a 3
rd

 soldier beginning in December and hope 

that all Lodge members can help make these holiday 

boxes extra special.  As always, we are looking for 

snacks, cookies (both homemade and store bought), 

gum, granola and energy bars, candy, toiletries, etc.  

We also would like to include Holiday Cards in each 

box in December.  Please bring a card with a “Happy 

Holidays” message or a “Thank you” message and we 

will divide the cards to include in the boxes.  Holiday 

cards will also be provided at the meeting for anyone 

who needs one.  Thanks to everyone who support the 

troops each and every month.  Any questions, or if 

you need to have items picked up, contact Earl Stamp 

at 203-234-8007 or e-mail to jeepman805@aol.com 

or Bill Lewis at wlewis993@aol.com. 
 

                            
 

 
   

    

 

 

mailto:jeepman805@aol.com
mailto:wlewis993@aol.com


 
 

     

 

 

  

To advertise here, please contact Neil @nav-

office@snet.net or 203-239-2999 or Sally Gill @ 

sgill247@aol.com 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Wooster Street Travel  

1220 Whitney Ave, Hamden, CT  

Yolanda 203.281.5888  

We can fulfill all of your travel dreams Building memories, one vacation at a time...  
Tour #1--Sicily April 13-April 22, 2012 (8 Nights) Palermo, Marsala, Erice, Taranto, Siracusa, Agrigento, Taormina, 
Messian, Catania. 

 Tour #2--June 23-July 5, 2012 Rome, St. Andrea Feast Amalfi, Sorrento, Capri, Tuscany, Venice Lake Maggiore. 

Tour #3--September 22-October 5, 2012 (Dolomitti) Tuscany, Cinque Terre, Reggio Emilia Parma, Disenzano Lago di  
Garda, Bolzano Austria, Como Switzerland. 

Tour #4--November 2012 (date not yet confirmed) Tuscany for 7 nights.  “Just us Girls” 

 

FOR MEETING CANCELLATIONS TUNE TO 

TV CHANNEL 30 NBC 
 

NEWS LETTER: Sally Gill is producing our newsletter.  She can only put into the newsletter what our members give her.  So 
please email her your information by the 2nd Tuesday of the month. Send info to sgill247@gmail.com  Subject:  
Newsletter.  If you are interested in receiving your newsletter via e-ƳŀƛƭΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ŀƭƭȅΩǎ Ŝ-mail. 

 

                                                THE ORIGINAL                                                                                   

                    FRANK PEPE 

             PIZZERIA NAPOLETANA 

  
                          Est. 1925 

                          COAL FIRED OVENS FOR FINEST BAKING 

                        203.865.5762  
                157 WOOSTER STREET, NEW HAVEN, CT 06511 

 

                       www.PepesPizzeria.com 
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